
PRA Chapter 40

Serving Southern Ohio, Northern Kentucky and Eastern Indiana

Next Meeting:

Humphries Rotordome

486 APPLE RD

AMELIA, OH 45102

Saturday April 19th at NOON.

FAA Identifier: OH33

Lat/Long: 39-03-24.2260N / 084-12-14.7680W

39-03.403767N / 084-12.246133W

39.0567294 / -84.2041022

Details inside....

Welcome to the Spring Edition of the
PRA Chapter 40 Newsletter!

The first meeting of the year has been announced
so it is time to get the newsletter rolling again.

Although many of us don’t get to fly much during
the winter we do have plenty of news to talk about
so lets get going!

In this issue you will get to read about an im-
promptu dinner for people curious about gyros and
gyro-newbies that turned into a full blown event!

Also, for those of you that browse the internet
looking for all things rotorcraft a great new re-
source is available , the GyroWiki.

The spring meeting will be at Humphries
Rotordome in Amelia. Directions and information
will be covered in detail later in this newsletter.

What is a newsletter with out some photos? (does
anyone read the articles anyway?) We have some
great fall photos by local rotorcraft pilots as well as
photos from the last fall meeting.

This week starts a new program of looking into the
past and doing  research as we begin to explore
the history behind the Cincinnati rotorcraft clubs
that eventually became PRA Chapter 40 as we
know it today. If you have some Cincinnati rotor-
craft history and or photos you would like to share
please send them in!!
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A peek into the history of Cincinnati Rotorcraft clubs!

This winter as I was reading though old Popular Rotorcraft Flying
magazines ( Now Rotorcraft, the magazine of the PRA ) I found that
almost every issue had a section of what was happening at the PRA
Chapters and around the world.

I found that Cincinnati had not just one but two PRA Chapters. One of
the chapters focused almost exclusively on gyros and helicopters that
operate of off WATER!

Here are some of the PRA Chapters ‘updates’ from years gone by....

May 1970

CINCINNATI HYDRO/GYRO ASSOCIATION PRA Chapter 40CINCINNATI HYDRO/GYRO ASSOCIATION PRA Chapter 40CINCINNATI HYDRO/GYRO ASSOCIATION PRA Chapter 40CINCINNATI HYDRO/GYRO ASSOCIATION PRA Chapter 40CINCINNATI HYDRO/GYRO ASSOCIATION PRA Chapter 40
James E. Linville, President 3671 Grovedale Place Cincinnati, Ohio 45208

Chapter 40 meets the first Saturday of each month at Hamilton Airport to conduct its business meetings, but
schedules other club activities such as the work group program, chapter tours, and get-togethers for Para-
Kiting and flying as the members wish. Ours is the only chapter, I believe, that is devoted primarily to water
operation. We have approximately 93 miles of Ohio river between the Meldahl and Mark-land Dams which
lends itself beautifully to hydroglider flying.

Plans are already under way for our 1970 Fly-In to be held in the third quarter of this year. It is to be a
combination EAA/PRA event with possibly two EAA area Chapters participating. Among the flying events,
Chapter 40 will demonstrate the technique of Para-Kiting, which is still another unique function carried on by
part of our club.

Another very important part of our chapter is our “work group program” conducted by our Chapter V. P. Walt
Turnau. The fellows are meeting on a scheduled basis to work on various projects such as the “Mini-Shock
system,” and the “In-Flight pitch trim system.” Both projects are nearing completion . . . and more interesting
projects are planned for the future.

Our first group tour was held in January when we visited the Air Force Museum at Wright-Patterson. The
tour was more profitable than first imagined for we had the opportunity of seeing the newest addition to the
museum; the USAF X-25B, Bensen B8M Gyro-copter.

Paul Fuller, one of our newest members, has been elected “Correspondence Chairman” and is doing an
excellent job of getting up monthly correspondence with other chapters and organizations. Dave Warren, our
chapter’s “Illustrator, and film projector jockey” has done a terrific job on the Club’s letterhead, and the
emblem for our shirts.
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Mrs. Pat Moore, Sec’y
Wayne Lakes Park Greenville, Ohio, 45331

Thought we would let you know we still exist. The
Club hasn’t done much through the winter months.
We’ve been rotating the meetings at different
member’s homes and now we are planning on going
to different airports.

The weather was nice last Sunday. The wind was
about 20mph. The men are getting ready for spring
flying.

Jim Kramer was flying his gyro last Sunday. He has
an electric starter on his. Jim couldn’t get any lift
from his blades. He finally got his problem solved,
when the blades started running rough.

Curtis Steele rebuilt Bob Moore’s gyro and was flying
it. It handled beautifully with Curt’s new rotor head
and metal blades which he designed and built.
However, the engine got hot (it’s a new one) and they
found it was getting excessive fuel. It was getting too
much on the right side and none on the other. Now
we’ve got 3 unhappy men. Back to the drawing
boards!

Curtis Steele has been working hard all winter making
rotor heads and blades.

Paul “Doc” Croushore is working on his VW engine.
He had to send away for some parts.

Bob Moore had his gyro on static display at the
Greenville Sport Show in April. It created a lot of
interest here. There hasn’t been much in this area.
We are thinking about having a Fly-In here in Darke
County. The man that has the airport, goes for
experimental aircraft, and said we could come over
any time.

Well, that’s all the news for now.
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Feburuary 1978 --- CINCINNATI ROTORCRAFTASSN. INC. PRA Chapter 40
Roger A. Wood, President 5826 Mt. Vernon Dr. Milford, OH 45150
At the December meeting we held the officer elections. Results were: Roger Wood, President; Bill Hope, Vice-
President; Barb Belew, Secretary-Treasurer.

We discussed painting bright orange the last 3 or 4 tires that line the runway. This would serve as a reminder
that you should be on the ground by then. We also talked about adding another door to the hangar to help get
blades out easier that are on the racks.

The following “voted on” awards were presented at our December 17th Awards Banquet.

 Pilot of the Year, Roger Wood. Innovation Award, Herb Humphries (for his Lycoming engine installation. Best
Looking Gyro, Tom Miller’s Continental-powered gyro. Best Workmanship, Herb Humphries (again). Dirty Bird
Award, the club glider.
The special awards were presented as follows:

A beer can gyro was given to Gene Young. Busted Blade awards were given to Bill Hope and Curt Wilkinson.
First pattern awards were given to Jesse Nance, Ross Diehl, and Bill Hope. Ross Diehl also received a
Speeding Bullet award for his rapid training progress. Bill Hope received a Well Done trophy for his first real
successful emergency landing.

Jessie Young received a large switch for the Where Is It award so he can find the magneto switch when his
throttle sticks next time. Joe Bowman received an Ecology award for using the most gas in 1977. Joe was also
presented a new Body-worthiness certificate since his appendix has been removed.

PIO: Pilot induced oscillations have gotten a lot of new gyro pilots into trouble. If you’ve ever experienced a PIO
don’t feel too bad, it happens to the best of pilots. The following was taken from an article that appeared in the
magazine Aviation W eek and S pace Technology , October 31, 1977, about the final space shuttle landing
test.
“Haise said the first touchdown on the concrete seemed to be about as smooth as those he had made on the
lakebed during previous missions.

“ ‘But after that, I was caught by surprise and all at once I found myself back in the air again,’ he said. ‘This
time it (the orbiter) skipped, and when it skipped — whether it had a rolling input in or I induced it I’m not sure
which — I then got into what we call a PIO — a pilot induced oscillation.

“ ‘ I was chasing the bank angle laterally for about three or four cycles, before Gordo (Fullerton) called to me
and told me to relax, which is the normal thing you have to do to stop that sort of thing. So I let go of the stick
and it stopped.’ “

Relax, let go of the stick and it stopped. Exactly the way we’ve been told to get a gyro out of a PIO. The
difference with us is that we don’t have a co-pilot reminding us to relax, we have to remind ourselves.
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October 1979 - CINCINNA TI ROTORCRAFT ASSOC. PRA
Chapter 40
Roger A. Wood 5826 Mt. Vernon Dr. Milford, OH 45150

HAMILTON: On Sunday July 1st, Gene Young, Joe Bowman, Johnny
Hay and I flew to Hamilton for the final day of their annual Waco fly-
in. Upon landing and stopping the rotors, we were engulfed by
people, much as Lindberg was in Paris. Unfortunately, we didn’t
have any handouts on gyro and club information, but I did get some
names and addresses of those really interested. Gene, Johnny and
I put on a three-ring-circus type demonstration which was all the
more fun because of lack of FAA observation. We were told we
were the best part of the whole fly-in.

LUNKEN: We had gyros at the July 14-15 Airshow and air races at
Lunken. Gene Young and I flew down separately Saturday and
together on Sunday. Those trailering in Saturday were Jesse
Young, Max Truesdell, Johnny Hay, and Ross Diehl. Johnny’s and
my gyros received their annual airworthiness certificates while we
were there.

We had a good display location, right by the main gate and talked to
a lot of people. I flew in the show both days. Lunken is a good
show to participate in and it looks as if it will be done every year
from now on. We get a chance to get some local exposure and
recognition. I just hope that in the future we will get additional
opportunities for increased participation in the way of fly-bys,
demonstrations, etc.

Photo by: Scott Biser

This dizzying photo of the fall leaves
around South-Eastern Ohio was taken
by Scott Biser and won runer-up for
the AVWeb photo of the week aerial
photography contest at
www.AVWeb.com.
AVWEB is one of the most popular
news websites on the internet for pilots
and aviation fans.
A big thanks goes out to Scott for
getting the word out about gyros and
congratulations on your photo!
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First 2008 Meeting of PRA Chapter 40!

When: Saturday, April 19th at NOON

Where: Humphries Rotordome (Grass Strip Airport)
Just a few miles from Batavia and Sportys.
486 Apple Road
Amelia, Ohio 45102

What to Bring:  Food will be provided but bringing an extra
dish is not considered a bad thing...

Who to Bring: Yourself and anyone who enjoys aircraft!

How To Get There: Details and Map on the next page!

Flying in?  Be sure to call Randy (513) 724-9676 for
runway conditions. You can also request an email report on
the runway conditions the morning of the meeting by emailing
Tim O’Connor ( gyro.pilot@yahoo.com ) at least a day in
advance of the meeting.
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From I-275

Take exit #63 BATAVIA onto OH-32 E - go 3.0 mi

Bear Right on OLD OH-74 - go 0.8 mi

(there is more than one OLD-74, make sure you have the right one!

you should be exactly 3 miles down RT-32)

Turn Right on AMELIA-OLIVE BRANCH  RD  - go 2.3 mi

Turn Left on JUDD RD - go 1.1 mi

Turn Left on APPLE RD - go 0.3 mi

Arrive at 486 APPLE RD, AMELIA,

Directions To The April Chapter 40 Meeting
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Here are a few photos
of last fall’s meeting.

Homer Bell brought his
helicopter in to the
delight of all of the
attendees.

His daughter seemed to
be doing great with her
flying of the chopper.
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Doug Gaudette, a new chapter member and new gyro owner (Dominator single place) decided to invite
some people he knew that were interested in learning about gyroplanes to a dinner to talk about the subject.
A few days later the little dinner ended up with 14 people, pizza, beer, videos and presentations on  gy-
roplanes and gyro stablity. Oh, and of course hangar chat and R/C helicopter flying!

Great going Doug!
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What’ s New??
Doug Gaudette is now the proud owner of his
very own Dominator Gyroplane!

Doug’s Dominator is powered by a EA-81 Subaru Engine
and can hold a crazy amount of fuel in that seat tank!

Doug getting readay for gyroplane training in
Ed’s modifed RAF.

Clermont County
Airport I69 (Sporty’s)
Has added a grass strip
to the airport (well it
will be grass in the
spring, right now it is a
mud strip runway...)
The runway runs next to
the asphault runway on
the opposite side of the
FBO.
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Announcing a New Internet resource for the gyroplane and
homebuilt rotorcraft community.

I have been hosting a public FTP site for rotorcraft enthusiasts. The
FTP site has been very successful and fairly busy even though FTP
servers take a greater-than average amount of computer skills to

use.  

It has occurred to me that it would be helpful for our sport if we had
a place to upload video

and photos to share with each other that would be FREE and easy
to use.

I am happy to announce that I have created a public Sharepoint
(Collaborative Media) and Wiki server that I will host, support,
upgrade and provide internet bandwidth to at my expense.

The server consists of 5 major parts.

1. Shared documents. What kind? An y kind! W ord files, .pdf ’s, text
files, plans, manuals, drawings, checklists, cad files, slide shows,
flyers just so long as it is loosely related to rotorcraft aviation.

2. Shared Video . You can share an y non-cop yrighted video of an y
qualit y up to 1.9 Gig in siz e. You will be able download this video
without an y reduction in time or qualit y. Again Please only upload
aviation – related material. Any pornography will be watched and
then deleted

3. Shared Photos. Photos shared here can be accessed by any
web browser  and can be accessed through an HTML link so they
can be displa yed in forums and websites from this serv er. Please add
keywords to your photos or name them with descriptive names so
that users can find them in searches. Again, no copyrighted material
please.

4. Shared Audio. Podcasts, MP3 files all related to aviation.
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5. A rotorcr aft and gyro Wiki! Y es, a dynamic PUBLICL Y created
encyclopedia. I have created a basic foundation and it is up to the
communit y to build it. Y ou can add information on an y topic y ou lik e
and if you don’t like some one’s article/definition it is easy to append
your own!

The Sharepoint software is impressive and a few features you
should know about are:

1. All documents, videos, files, articles are ALL completely
searchable automatically .

2. You need nothing more than a web browser to use the serv er and
it is 100% Internet Explorer compatible

3. You can mak e a web link (HTML) to an y article, photo , video or
document in the server that you want.

4. Y ou can access ALL content anon ymously .

5. If you want to ADD content or EDIT content simply send me an
email and I will make an account for you in a matter of hours (or
less!).

6. If y ou upload photos to the serv er, I will con vert them to 150kb
for posting on this forum for you.

7. No space limit. Use it. I will add more. I have a stack of drive 2
feet tall just asking for data.

8. I will NEVER ask for any money or donations only that you USE it.

9. There will be no Ads or Spyware or user usage monitoring on the
site.

10. All files will be protected with anti-virus software

Please visit the Sharepoint Collaboration server for Rotorcraft
at:

http://gyrowiki.com
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The BEE is back!

You may have heard that Ralph has taken his 20 year old GyroBee
website down.

Although the plans are still available in alternative places on the internet
this is terrible news as this website held more then plans but build logs,
photos, advise, flying stories and MORE.

I don’t own a bee and I never have. However, I fell in deep envy when
I saw my first bee at the PRA Chapter 34 hangar. It was built by
Chapter 34 president Rodney Endsley.

The bee is NEEDED by our community as it is the ONLY real entry
level gyroplane in the market.

So, back to the point. I don’t own a bee but I sure do like them and I
understand their importance to our sport and the impact the loss of this
web site might have in entry level gyros.

I decided to take some action and with the help of Ralph T and Keven
(hognose) I am bringing the bee sight back NOW.

I purchased the domain name www.TheGyroBee.com and I have setup
a web server in my web farm to host the web page.

Please welcome the ‘Bee’ back by updating your favorites, links in web
pages and such to the new home at www.TheGyroBee.com

I do not plan to do more than host the site and maintain the server. I am
already over committed with the gyrowiki.com, Twinstarraviators.com
and PraChapter34.com. If there is a BEE owner/builder here that is
willing to keep the site up date I will give him/her the keys to my server.

Please remember to tell all of the web page admins you know of
to update the link from Ralph’s address to
www.TheGyroBee.com

Above:
Tom Miltons’s Dog Ace working
on his Stevie Wonder act...
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Congratulations Scott Biser and John Gillmore for making the covers of Rotorcraft

Volume 45 number 5 looks great! I am sorry I can’t include a photo of the magazine in this newsletter
because I gave my copy away during a gyro presentation to a group of local pilots..sorry! Maybe next
newsletter I can have one scanned in.

Classifieds:  ( also: Some rotorcraft parts will be for sale at the next meeting )

-------------------

David Glassmeyer is selling the following parts:

Single place complete flying commuter helicopter with airframe and engine logs 0-200 Contintal

Two-Place factory welded fuselage for Commuter II

Two-Place helicopter blades for Commuter II new in box never bolted up

Control kit for Commuter II

Tail Rotor grips for Commuter

Main Transmission for Commuter II (some damage)

0-290D Lycoming 30 SMOH   &  0-320 Lycoming engine with logs

New Frank Black one piece Rotorhead (never bolted to an airframe)

Contact David at:  davidglassmeyer@yahoo.com or (513) 646-7061

-----------------

Three-Place Parsons Project contact Randy Workman

-----------------

Wanted: Driver to haul a trailer full of motorcycles to Mid-Ohio Vintage Motorcycle days in July, will cover
all expenses, admission to the event and a portion of lodging as well as a scooter for use at the event.
Contact gyro.pilot@yahoo.com

Wanted: Used motorcycles 50-1000cc any condition. Contact gyro.pilot@yahoo.com
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Photo Page!

Thanks for reading this edition of the PRA Chapter 40 Newsletter! Please feel free to pass on this
newsletter and information about the club to anyone you feel might be interested in rotorcraft!


